
3 Key Actions. One United Voice for the 
Future of Ottawa's Arts & Culture. 

The arts don't just enrich cities; they build them.  

The City of Ottawa recognizes culture as the fourth pillar of sustainability. Ottawa's Official Plan identifies 
culture as a required part of its ambition to be the "most livable midsized city in North America".  



Arts and Culture Is How We Build the City We Planned. The Arts Are an Investment, Not an Expense 


Arts and culture generated $65 billion for the national GDP (2024); rising to $131 billion with indirect/

induced funds 


Ontario alone: $28 billion cultural GDP, 43% of national sector, 458,000 jobs 


Arts/culture tourism delivers 3x economic impact of other tourism types 


$29 in economic activity is generated for every $1 of funding for the arts 
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